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3. Discuss reasons why law enforcement agencies utilize undercover investigations. What problems might an undercover officer face working in this type of environment?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Undercover investigations are special tools that law agencies employ to infiltrate criminal works. In most cases, the undercover investigators pretend to be offenders so as to reveal an organized criminal activity. The operations are done in many countries with a different purpose. Some of the major crimes are terrorism, offenses involving drug abuse, public corruption, and other important areas of investigation. Undercover officers carry out investigations having their identity concealed. However, this type of environment might put their lives in danger. This essay explains the reasons why law enforcement agencies utilize undercover investigations and describe the problems experienced by undercover officers in that type of environment. 
 Most law agencies utilize undercover investigations to detect, prevent and prosecute crimes. The main role of undercover officers is to become part of an existing criminal enterprise (Passas & Blum, 2019). However, most of them avoid committing crimes themselves, but in case they commit a crime, they face conviction without allowing their cover to be blown. They help to solve cases, dissolve the criminal organization and identify criminals. Also, through undercover investigations, law agencies are able to know the organized crime activity, thus imposing measures to prevent the crime. Another reason why law agencies use undercover investigation is together enough evidence when prosecuting the law offenders. Undercover officers are able to get enough evidence to prosecute criminals.
Working in such an environment might be challenging, and undercover officers face various problems. Some of the problems that undercover officer face is lack of enough briefing and experience, blowing of their cover, and death. Most of the officers selected for undercover investigations tend to be newly employed and lack enough experience in the field. According to Kowalczyk and Sharps (2016), interviews with undercover officers revealed that they are exposed to great danger sometimes without adequate experience. Lack of experience might endanger their lives as they are involved directly in the crimes. Another problem is in case their cover is blown during the investigation; they might be killed. In most scenarios, undercover agents are the last to know that their cover is blown. Their lives lie in the danger of both the criminals as well as other police officers. 
In conclusion, undercover investigations play an essential role in law agencies. As shown in the essay, law agencies use undercover investigations to detect and prevent incidences of major criminal activities. They help to gather enough evidence to prosecute criminals. Therefore, undercover investigations play an essential role in solving cases and destroying the criminal organization. Also, it has been revealed that undercover officers face various challenges while conducting the investigations. Some of the problems that they face are lack enough briefing and experience and blowing their cover, which puts their lives in danger.
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